Tiros-1

TIROS | (Television Infrared Observation Satellite |) was launched on
April 1, 1960 from Cape Canaveral, Florida. The main objective of the
TIROS program was to demonstrate the feasibility and capability of
observing the Earth's cloud cover and weather patterns from space.
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Although the program was experimental, this first space-borne St Pape s

system demonstrated the capability to acquire information which
meteorologists could immediately use in an operational setting.

TIROS | was the world's first weather satellite to test the experimental
television techniques leading to a world-wide meteorological satellite
information system. It also was the first satellite to test sun angle and
horizon sensor systems for spacecraft orientation. There were several
participating agencies in the test, including NASA, the US ARMY
Signal Research and Development Lab, the US Weather Bureau, RCA,
and the US Naval Photographic Interpretation Center.

The first image from TIROS-1, was a fuzzy picture of thick bands

W andclusters of clouds over America. An i image captured a few days
later revealed a typhoon approximately 1,000 miles east of Australia.
TIROS-1, a polar-orbiting satellite, was 42 inches in diameter, 19
inches high, weighed 270 pounds and carried two cameras and two
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" FIRST TELEVISION PICTURE FROM SPACE . video recorders.
TIROS | SATELLITE APRIL 1, 1960

TIROS | was operational for 78 days and proved that satellites could be
a useful tool for surveying global weather conditions from space. It
was followed by nine more test satellites launched between
November 23, 1960 (TIROS II) and July 2, 1965 (TIROS X) to provide
routine, daily weather observations.
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